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‘THE PROPHET OF THE ALLEGHANY. 


VARIODS publications have mentioned the intrigues of that 

vsterious Indian, known by the title of the Prophet of Alle- 
ghany. The following account, taken from the Port Folio, may 
be relied om-as a fact :-— 


An the vear 1798, one of the migsionarics to the Indians of- 


the North-West, was.on his way from the Tuscarora seitle- 
’ . . . . . . . 
mentto the Senecas. Journeying in pious meditation through 


tthe forest, a majestic Indian darted from ils recesses and arres« 


ted his progress. His hair was somewhat changed with age, 
and his face marked with the deep furrows of time; but his 
eye expressed all the fiery vivacity of youthful passion, and his 
step was that of a warrior in the vigor of manhood. 


«© White man of the ocean,* whither wandcrest thou ?* said 
the Indian. “ 1 am travelling,” replied the meek disciple of 


peace, * 4owards the dwellings of thy brethren, to teach them 
the knowledge of the only-true God, and tolead them to peace 
and happiness.” << To peace and happiness !” answered the 
tall chief, while his eye flashed fire—* Behold the blessings 
that follow the footsteps wf the white man; wherever he 
comes, the nations of.the woodlands fade from the eye like the 
mists of morning. Once over the wild forest of the surround- 
ing world, our people roamed in peace and freedom, nor ever 


* The Indians at first, imagined that the white men originally sprung 
‘from tie sea, and that they invaded their country because they had none 
oftheir own. They sometimes call them in their songs “‘ the white foam 
of the ocean ,” and this name is still often applied contemptuously, by the 
Savages of the north-west. 
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G The Prophet of the Alleghany. 


dreamed of greater happiness, than to hunt the beaver,. the 
bear, and the wild deer. From the fartherest extremity of 
the great deep, came the white man, armed with thunder and 
fights ing, and weapons still more pernicious. In war he hunt: 
od us hke wild beasts 5 ; in-peaee he destroyed us by deadly li- 
wig or yet more deadly frauds. Yet a few moons had pats- 
ed away, and whole nations of invincible warriors, and of hun- 
ters that fearless swept the forest and the mountain, perseness 
vainly opposing their triumphant invaders 3 or quietly dwin. 
aNd ifto «slaves. and wire. and their name wither- 
¢ from the Garth. Retire, dangerous man, teave us all we 
yet have left, our savage virtues and our gods ; and do not ii 
the vain attempt, to cultivate a rude and barren soil, pluck 
up the few thrifty plants-of native growth, that have survived 
the fostering cares of thy people, and weathered the stormy 
career of their pernicious friendship.” The tall chief darted m- 
to the wood, and the good missionary pursued his wey with 
pidus ?esolution. 

He preached. the only true divinity, and placed before the 
eyes of the wondering savages the beauty of holiness, the suf- 
forings of the Redeemer, and the s: ublime. clories of ‘the chris- 
tian heayen. He ailured them with the Lope of evertasting 
dliss, and alarmed them with denunciations of an elds = of 
tnisery and despair. The awe struck Indians, roused’ by these 
accumulated motives, mariy of them adopted the prectepts of 
the missionary so far as they could comprehend them ; and in 
the course of eighfeen months thei¥ devotion became rational, 
regular, and apparently per inanent. 

All at once, However, the little church in which ‘the good 
man was wont to pen his fold, became deserted.’ No votary 
came, as usual, to listen with decent reverence to the pure 
doctrines which they were there accustomed to hear ; and on- 
iy a few solitary idles were seen on Sabbath morning, loung- 
ing about and casting a wistful, yet featfullook at their little 
peaceful and now silent mansion. 

The missionary souglit thier out, inquired into the cause of 
this rayaterious desertion, and-told them’ of - the bitterness .of 
hereafter to those, who having once known, and then aban- 
doned the religion of the only true God. The poor Indians 
sheok their heads, and informed him that the Great Spirit was 
angry at their apostacy, and had sent a prophet from the sun- 
it of the Alleghany mountain, to warn them against the admis- 
sion of new doctrines ; that there was to be a great mecting 
ofthe old men soon, and that the prophet would there deliver 
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to the people the message with which he was entrusted. The 
zealous missionary determined to be present, ant to confroiie 
the-impostor,who was-known by appellation of the Prophet of 
the Aileghany.. He accordingly obtained permission from tlfe 
chiefs to appear at the council, and to reply to the chargesthat 
might be brought forward. . The 12th day of Junc, 1802, was 
fixed for the decision of this solemn question, “whether the be- 
lief of their fore r that of the white was the true 
religion °” Th exouch to 
contain so great an assemblage ol peaples they metin a valley 
about eight miles to the of the Seneca Chis 
valley was then Faerie d under lofty trees, if is surrounded 
through it 


The Prophet of the Alleghany. 


ithers, men 


eusual council house not being larce 
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is4An€e 


westward 


on almost every side wath high rugged huls, and 
meanders asmall river, 


It was a scene to call forth every energy ot the hurhan heart.- 


On a smooth level, near the bank of the slow stream, under 
the shade of a large elm, sat the chicf men of the tribes. A- 
round the circle which they formed, was gathered a c:owd of 
wondering. savages, with eager looks, seeming to demand the 
true God at the hands oftheir wise men. In the middle of the 
circle sat fhe aged and travel worn'‘missfonary. A few gray 
hairs wandered over his brows, his hanes were crossed on his 
bosom, and as he vaet his hope beaming eves to heaven, he 
seemed to be calling with pious fervor upon*the God of truth 
to vindicate his own eternal word by the mouth of ins servant: 
For more than half an hour there was silence in the valley, 
save ‘the whispering of the trecs in thé south wind, and the in- 
distinct murmuring of the river. Thenail at once a sound of 
astonishment passed through the crowd, and the prophet of the 
Alleghany was seen descending oné ot the high hills ; with 
furious and frenzied step, he entered the circle, and waving his 
hand in token of silence, the missionary savy with wonder, the 
In the 
The same panther skin hung over his shoul- 
der, the same tomahawk quivered in his hand, and the same 
fiery and malignant spirit burned in his redeye. He addressed 
the awe-struck Indians—and the valley rang with his iron 
voice -—= 

« Red men of the woods, hear what the Great 
to His children who have forsaken him! 

© Through the wide regions that were once the inheritance 
of my people, and where for ages they roved as free as the 
The paths of 


your hunting 


‘Tuscarora forest. 


Spirit says 


our forefathers are polluted by their steps, and 
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63 The Prophet of the Alleghany: 


fields are every day wrested from you by their arts. Oxé+ 
on the shores of the mighty ocean your fafhers were wont to 
“enjoy the luxuriant delights of the deep. Now you are exilés 
in swamps or on barren: hills 5° and these wretched- pos- 
sessions’ you enjoy by the precarious ten: ire of the white man’s 
will. The shrille ry of revelry or war no more is heard on the 
majestic shores of the Hudson, or the sweet banks of the silver 
Mohawk. There where the Indian‘ lived and died free as the 
air he breathed,-and chaced the panther: and the deer from 
morn till evening—even there the christian slave cultivates 
the soil in undisturbed possession ; and as he whistles behind 
his plow, turms-up the sacred remains of your buried ancestors. 
ilave ye not heard at evening, and sometimes in the dead of 
night, those mournful and melodious sounds that steal through 
the deep vallies or along the mountain sides like the song. of 
echo? These are the wailings of those spirits’ whose bones 
have been turned’up by the sacfilegious labors’ of the white 
men, and left tothe mercy of thé rain and the tempest.- They 
Call upon you to avenge them-—they adjure you by every mo- 
tive that can rouse the hearts of the brave, to wake from your 
long sleep, and by turning to these invaders of the grave, the 
long arrears of vengeance, restore again the tired and wander- 
ing spirits to their blissful paradise far beyond the blue hills.* 
These are the blessings you owe to the christians. They have 
diivem your fathers ftom their ancient inheritance—they have 
destroyed them with the sword and poisonous liquors—they 
have dug up their bones,-and there left them to bleach in the 
wind—-and now they aim at completing your wrongs, and in- 
suring your destruction by cheating you into the belief of that 
divinity, whose very precepts they plcad in justification of all! 
the miseries they have heaped upon your race. 

«Hear me, O, deluded people, for the last time !—If you 
persist in deserting my altars, if still you are determined to lis- 
ten with fatal credulity to the strange pernicious doctrines of 
these christian usurpers—if you are unalterably devoted to your 
new gods and new customs—ii you willbe the friend of the 
white man, and tie follower of his God—my wrath shall fol- 
low you. I willdart my arrows of forked lightning among 
your towns, and send the warring tempests of winter to devour 
you. Ye shail become bloated with intemperance ;. your num- 


* « The answerint voices heard from thé caves and hollows which the 
Latins call echo, they (vie Indians) suppose to be the wWaillings of soule 
wandering througl these places."—Pitero Martire, 






















Hers shall dwindle away until but a few wretched siaves’ sur- 
vive, and these shall be driven deeper and deeper into’ the 
wild, there to associate with the dastard beasts of ‘the forest, 
who onte fled before the mighty hunters of your tribe. ‘The 
spirits of your fathers shall curse you from the shores of that 
happy island in the great lake, whére they enjoy an everlasting 
season of hunting, and chase the wild déer with di rs swiitel 
than the wind. Lastly, 1 swear, by the lightning, the ‘thunder 
and the tempest, that in the space of sixty moons, of all the 
Senecas not one of yourselves, or your posterity, shall remain 
on the face of the earth.” 

The prophet ended his niessage, which was delivered with 
the wild eloquence of real or fancied inspiration, ‘amd all at 
once the crowd seemed to be agitated with a savage sénti- 
ment of indignation against the “0d missionary. One of the 
fiercest broke through the circle of old men to dispatch him, 
but was restrained by theit authority. i 

When this sudden fetling had somewhat subsided, the mild 
and benevolent apostle obtained permission to speak in behalf 
of him who had sent him. Never have I seen a more touch- 
ing pathetic igure than this good man. He seemed past six- 
ty—his figure tall, yet bending—his face mild, pale, and high- 
ly intellectual—and over his forehead, which yet displayed its 
blue veins, were scattered, at solitary distances, a few gray 
hairs. Though his voice was clear, and his actions vigorous, 
yet there was thatin his looks, which seemed to say his pilgri- 
mage was soon to close forever. 

With pious fervour, he described to his audience, the glory, 
power, and beneficence of the Creator of the whole universe. 
He told theny of the pure delights of the christian heaven, and 
of the never ending tortures of those who reject the precepts of 
the gospel. He paiated, § in glowing and fervid colors, the fil- 
jal piety, the patience, the sufferings of the Redeemer, and how 
he perished on the cross for the sins of the whole human race ; 
and finally, he touched with energetic brevity, on the unbound- 
ed mercies of the Great Being who thus gave his only begot- 
ten son asacrifice for the redemption of mankind. 

When he had concluded thispart of the subject, he proceeded 
to place before his now attentive auditors, the advantages of 
eivilization, of learning, science, and a regular system of laws 
and morality. He contrasted the wild Indian, roaming the de- 
sart in savage independence ; Now reveling in the blood of en- 
émies, and in his turn the victim of their insatiable venzeance3 


- * 


with the peaceful citizen, enjoying all the comforts of cultivat- 
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vO Intelligence from India. 


ed life in this happy land, and only bounded in his indulgences, 
by those salutary restraints which contribute as well to his own 


happiness 2s that of society at large. He described the hus- 
bandman, enjoying in the bosom of his family a peaceful inde. 
pendence, undisturbed by apprehensions of midnight surprize, 
plunder, and assaswafion ; and he finished by a solemn appeal 
to heaven, that his sole motive for coming among them, was 


the love of the Creator and all his creatures. 
lw 


As the good missionary closed Ins appeal, Red Jackrt, 2 
Seneca chief of great authority, and the most eloquent of al} 
his nation, rose and enforced the exhortations of the venerable 
He repeated his leading arguments, and with elo- 
ly 


speaker. 
guepee trul 
relivion and humanity. 

‘The ancient council then dehberated for near the space of 
two hours ; after which, the oldest man arose, and solemnly 
pronounced the result of their conference—* That the christ. 
san God was more wise, just, beneficent and powerful than the 
Great Spiri€é ; and that the missionary, who delivered his pre- 
cepts, ought to be cherished as their best benefactor—their 
guide to future happivess.” 

When this decision was pronounced by the venerable old 
man, and acquiesced in by the people, the rage of the Prophet 
of Alleghany became terrible. He started from the ground, 
seized his tomahawk, and denouncing the speedy vengeance 
of the Great Spirit on their whole recreant race, darted from 
the circle with wild impgtuosity, and disappeared in the shad- 
ows of the forest. 


astonishing im one like him, pleaded the cause of 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Carcy, to the Rev. Dr. 
Rogers, dated Calcutta, March, 1810. 


M1Y DEAR BROTHER, 


BY Dr. Phillips, of the Mercury, I have an opportunity 
of writing, which I embrace, though nothing of a very remark- 
abie nature has transpired since I wrote last. Through the 

soodness of God we are now in a state of tranquility, and per- 
haps it would be w rong if I did not add, of .prosperity. The 
Lord has graciously given a degree of success to his werd 
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this country, which is highly encouraging. Brother Chamber« 
jain has within the last six months baptized about fifty soldiers 
belonging to the military station at Burhampore, aad the work 
there is still going on ; [ am informed that the songs of Zion 
are now heard in every part of the besracks, where but a few 


’ 


s of profaneness.— 
The work appears to have begun independ« ently of means, to 
have been much strengthened by the labors of the Rev. Mr. 
Parsons, an evangelical epise op i minister, and to have been 
still further extended by the labors of brother Chamberlain.— 
These persons (f mean these first brought under concern) were 
convinced of the importance of believer’s baptism before they 
had any acquaintance with any Baptist minister, merely by the 
word of God, and it was by the merest accide nt that one of 
them hinted his sentiments ta brother Merden, of whose senti- 
ments he was ignorant. His surprise was great, when lie 
found that brother Merden’s sentiments coincided with his own 
—and the result has been a gradual gpread of conviction upon 
that subject, aud a gradual spread of divine influence in that 
partof the army. May it continuc.till the whole lump is leay- 
enced by the knowledge of the gospel. 

Our brother Carapeit Aratoon has also been very successful 
in the district of Jessore. Within a few months near thirty 
have been added tethat church. That ehureh is composed 
entirely of natives, formerly Hindoos or Mussu! mans. Some of 
them live ata great distance from others. Some thirty, others 
fifty, others eighty, and one or two aa hundred miles from the 
place where brother Carapcit resides. To remedy the incon- 
venience of these distant members coming’so iar to attend 4i- 
vine ordinances, our brother has proposed to administer the 
Lord’s Supper every Lord’s day, but at for diferent places, one 
each weck, so that the members who live nearest each of thee 
places may be able to attend there, and by that means all oi 
them have an opportunity of communicating atleastonoe a month. 

At Calcutta and Serampore, we have seldom been @ month 
without baptizing one or meni I think there are now about 
twenty persons in Calcutta who attend our worship, who. are 
under concern of soul, besides ethers who attend the ministry 
of Mr. Thomason, of the church of England. There arc, I be- 
lieve, about ten persons in Serampore who are desirofi: of Join- 
we the church. Many who have joined us at Galeutta are na- 

‘e Portuguese, several of them from the church of Rome, & 
pie nominal Protestants; those at Serampore are native 
Hindoos, &c. 
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In the other. churches the inerease bas been small, and ‘in 


‘one or two instancés there has be en a decrease, yet the work 


hassItrust, taken ‘root,a knowledge of divine:things has becn 
spread abroad, aspint of inguiry: excited, and favorable Sy Mp- 
tams of severalekinds.appear in this quarter of the wold. Two 
things are. uow parsicularly necessary, viz. a greater number 
of laborers in the harvest, and the almighty influence of.the di- 
vjne Spirit t oanake, the werd ¢ successiul. 

bave mevtioned the state of translations of the Scriptures, 
n.adetter to ds. Stay gaton. The whole bible is now published 


in tre Bengalee language ;..a:circumstance for which 1 can:ne- 


ver be suftigent}y ‘hawitul Oh may the Lard make .it the 
power of his grace to the. salvation of many The other 
translations are going forward, and should I live “to the ordina- 
ry are Of many. may be blessed with the pleasing sight of .thg 


bible in ten oy a doven.of the oriental languages, 
, that I am, . 
affectionately your’s, 
W. CAREY. 
[ Mass. Miss Magazine} 


m—1399039969—— 


Extraet of a lettcr from the Rev,. Dr. Carey, to the Rev. 
r. Staughion, of Philadelphia, dated Caleuite. March 8, 
1310. : 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 

A multiplicity of engagements of one kind or another 
have so taken up my time,that I shall scarcely be able to write 
to you before the sailing of the ship by which, 1 send this. I 
will however try to give you a short sictech of the state of 
things with us, th south there is-mo very. material alteration 
since | wrote to you last. 

The work of translating the word of God still goes forward, 
and | now entertain some hone of living to see it compleated 
aud printed in twelve of the easternlanguages. The probable 
period of human life will admit of this, and it is what my soul 
desires. Formerly I thought that if 1] could but see the whole 
bibie translated into the language of Bengal, and printed, 1 
cguid say with Simeon, “ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
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depart in peace.” I tave-been spared to-see that, and to cor- 
rect a second edition of some of its most important parts; and 
have’seen much more ‘than ‘my most sanguine expectations 
could then have grasped.. About halfof the whole scriptures 
are printed in the language of Oorissa. The New Testament 
and half the ‘pentateuch in Sangskrit, nearly the whole New 
Testament in Hindoosthanne, (the whole bible is translated jn- 
to this language except the pentateuch) half the New Testa- 
ment in:the Mahratta language, (the whole New Testament 
except a few chapters, and a large part of the Old, are transla- 
ted into ‘this language) the gospel by Matthew in Chinese, and 
Mark begun (the translation far advanced).and transiations in- 
to five other languages more or less advanced. In-one of them, 
viz. the language of the Seekhs, we have commenced.printing- 
From a review ofthe present state of these translations, I feel 
encouraged to entertain the hope that I may see these werks 
finished, or in so forward a state as to ensure their completion. 
There are at least twenty other languages more spoken in the 
East, including the islands, into noone of whicha single sen- 
tence of the word of God is yet translated. It is not, however, 


too much to entertain the hope, that we may soon see a begin- 


ning made in several of these languages. 
Another circumstance which m tay be considered as hishly 
important to the eastern world, is a step lately taken by “the 


corresponding committee of the British and Foreign Bible So-. 


ciéty, of which three of us are members : this is the forming a 
Biiiotheca Biblia in Calcutta, in which bibles-ofall sorts and 
in all languages will be placed for sale at low prices. This 
plan was proposed by Rev. Mr. Brown, and will, I trust, do 
much towards giving an extended circulation to the bible, as 
it is not unlikely that individuals may purchase copies to dis- 
tribute to the poor of this and the neighboring nations. 

We made an attempt last new year’s day to raise 2 fund for 
a charity school in Calcutta, and I think the prospect at pres- 
ent is highly encouraging. In short, we have made a begii- 
ning, and have already between thirty and forty scholars on 
the establishment, mostly the children of poor Portu ruese. 

This is a short account of the state of things with us at pres- 

ent.. And on a review thereof, I may, | believe, call vpon my 
dear brother Staughton, to join mein giving thanks to the Lor 


for his glorious acts. Little did eit! es r you or] think, when. 


we met with other brethrep at fetteripg VY estry, at whieh 
time you and dear Pearce put Ram Bosho’sbymn into Eagus) 
verse ; little, I say, did either of us thiak thea thatthe underta 


J 


































Seat iyi 


~e 
— pty gM A Sy gee 
ee ee ene ey ee eee 


Rg: 3 det iting 3 SO Se ‘ ak 
es ee Ae « Lg Sap eg ‘ S teat : - 


os and 


fe es 
Se 
so 


ene 
eat 


7s Intelligence from India. 


king which Was at’ that time but like an @mbryo, would have 
hdd “the suecess it has’ had. I ‘did expect success, and I 
had niy’ ey upon the translation of God’s word into one lan- 
guage at that time >; but the whole was then rather lke a 
pleasing reverie, than a reality. To God be all the glory of 
what has been done, and may he carry on his work to perfec- 
tion. | 

‘T hope the dispute:between England and American is by this 
time amicably settled. Wat eventfal times are these! The 
temporal dominions of the Pope gone, the reiterated prayers 
of Géd’s people for many ages are thereby answered. Babylon 
is falling, I may almost say fallen. The vengeance of the 
Lord is going forth against all the popish nations, and it surely 
is not too much to expect that all political establishments of re- 
hgion will soon fall, andthat Mahommedonism will also soon 
lose the support of governments. Even so, O Lord, hasten in 
ts time, 

Yours, very affectionately, 


W. CAREY. 


Ibid. 
~—m-J90990063995— 


Extract of aletter from the Rev. Mr. Chamberlain, to the 
Rev. Dr. Staughton, dated Rehoboth, (India) Jcenuary 
26th, 1310. 


MY DEAR. BROTHER, 


SINCE I wrote last, Ihave been mformed, that Mr. 
Mayiin went in the Gleaner. The idols were sent to him, 
but there was some objection made to taking them on board the 
ship, and whether they have gone or not I have not yet heard. 
Tire mere destruction of these poor gods, is not a matter of im 
portance, for they could soon be replaced by the trunk ofa cer- 
tain tree with the help ofa carpenter; buat the circumstance 
most interesting is, their demolition was the effect ofthe word 
of God. So may it triumph in its sacred influence over the 
minds of men, till there be not the shadow of an idol known or 
worshipped in the world. 

On the dispetch of my last letter to you we went to Ber- 
hampore to pay our dear brethren a visit, where we contipued 
for five Sabbaths, in which I was fully and delightfully engag- 









ed... We-+Aad tivo-administrations of theordinance inthe tive 
we staid. . Nine were babtized at the first, and twelve at the 
second. Two candidates were prevented: by illness?“ one ‘of 
whom has since, 4s we hope, entered the. church triumplant. 
His name,was Thomas Wright.. ‘He ywas bora in London, ang 
brought up to the stage 5 he-acted in this character, at the the- 
atre which the officers of the régrment established at. Berham- 
pore, in 1808. A few months age:one of cur dear brethren, 
who is a member of the ‘church, was with himon duty; when 
he began to discourse with him on religion: ~ Wright, though 
very civil,found the truth too hard for fim-even im the ‘haads of 
asimple, plain christian. It set hib.on ‘thinking, though be 
hated it; Some time after he went into the horpite? sick, where 
his circumsetanees, attended by, the: power of the Spirit; ledhim 
more to reflect.. He gave great hopesof bring a very usefal 
man. Whenhe came out of the hospital, ht gave inohis ex 
perience, and was-received-by the church tor baptism 51: but his 
disorder returned victenthy upon him, and, he was necessitated 
to go info the hospital agaim, where he. expired a few -day apo, 
and (as ome of the brethgen wyités): fom a beautiful frame of 
mind.” Dear young man! -He came onceto see ave when 4 
had some conversation (with*him, awkich delighted my heart. 
He seemed to take in divine truth in assumerior latitude té mae 
ny. The powers of his soul were énlarged,and his heart was 
lunging for the prosperity of the causeof our divine Master. 
But he is no more im'these scenes of action... The will of the 
Lord is done... He once told’ me that he never saw a» bible or 
any good book amongst-any of the peaple with whom he. was 
Drought up... Js not thiva brand plucked frem the birhing?—< 
Glory be to Ged in the highest ! Hatlalujahd 
The administraties of the ordinances were evidently atten. 
ded with a divine blessing, , At the ordinance of baptism, sone 
poor hard hearted sinners were dissolved into tears: axidy ave 
hope, that it will appear that some, were converteds Four 
persons who had joined the’epposite society, teit the conviction 
ofiruth, and were amongst the number who'were baptized— 
Bfagnu veritas et prevalabit.-.. Ohev of the four, (Bissell by 
game); is a native of Bieminghams andif I mistake not, lvis pa: 
tents and some of his relations ane members of 2 Baptist’church, 
ever winch a Mr. Greea is pastor... His couversion was very 
tiigular.. His brotaer had been acoustomed: to write to him 
‘on serious. things,.and [suppose very cleselp; for be says that 
his. conscieceswas: freqgently disturbed. W hen the regiment 
$r3t came to Berhampore, andthere began to be some specie 
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36 Intelligence from India.. 
attention,. he wrote home in such a’religious' strain, as to make 
his friends believe that he was converted.: In this iJetter he 
‘mentioned: that his sister was’ the only one of the family who 
was apparently in am unconverted state.. This letter caused 
great joy to-his brother, and itis hoped that it proved of great. 
use to his poor sister ;; who soon after became sefivus.. His 
brother wrote hima cheerful letter of congratulation, and'told 
him of his sister’s-hopeful:state, &c:. ‘Phis had such an effect 
upon his mind, as: we hope bas proved his conversion to God. 
“hus has God. disappointed the adversary, & where sin aboun- 
ded, grace has muchymere abounded. OQ the depth both ofthe 
wisdom and power of God! 

Atthe last ordinanee season three’ persons were baptized 
who: were brought to bearthe word of God in avery singular 
way. One of the brethren was going to meeting on Sabbath 
afternoon, when he chanced to meet one who was noten for 
irreligion,. whom. he asked’ to go to meeting ; he promised, tho? 
in a thoughtless way,.that he would. On: meeting his com- 
rades,: he told them he had promised to go to meeting in the 
evening: They laughed-atihim, butvhe told them he would 
keep his word,.upon which thev, laughing, said they would go 
also. Well).they went, and it is hoped that God in his mercy 
met them: all at that time: The word of God then spokeir by 
one of the Elders; reached:their hearts.’ They have attended 
the means of grace regularly ever since, and’ in their conduct 
are changed trom lors to lambs: They are all from 
lieland, aud: tworot them were papists: On being ridiculed for 
ehanging. their religion, one of them replied, “no you are wrong 
there: | have not changed my religion, for! never had any ; 
it is religion that has changed me.” 

These poor men: could not read before, but they now go to 
sebeolevery day, and make great proficiency. One of them 
bought 2 bible before he could read, so that he might have it in 
readiness. Here we see what a small matter God makes sub- 
servient to the accomplishing of his wondrous work. Another 
ofthe Roman Catholic profession, whose brother was among 
the first toat were baptized, embraced this precious’ ordinance 
at-our last season. This mamhas beena great persecutor.— 
He fe!l upon his brother one day, and beat him without mercy 
for changing his religion. Now he is a monument of mercy. 
A meek christian, bet full of zeal for the cause he before dee- 
med heresy. He endures much versecution patiently. 

In short, theowork of God in this regiment is full of wond- 
ers, ‘Suche display of the power of divine grace I never be- 
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feré witnessed. God in this work wonderfully owns the sim- 
ple means of grace. Mr. Parsons, an evangelical clergyman, 
has doubtless been very useful amongst them and for them ; 
but he himself acknowledged that he found them to be of great 
use to himself. Three elders, who are set over the church, 

, wliich are constantly exercised for the 
edification of the body. The y have a public meeting every 
evening, from 6 to 8, in which one of the elders leads in the 
worship, and reads a portion of the scriptures, and delivess his 
thoughts, which the holy spiritowns and renders effectual.— 
After this they retire tothe barracks, and have worship proba- 
bly in 20 different places, when the songs of Zion make those 
scats of satan ring with the voice of melody and joy, by which 
the profane seem to be thunderstruck. 

The work still prevails ; some of their ringleaders in vice 
have left them, and their ranks get thinner every day. The 
mceting house is capable of containing nearly 140 persons ;~- 
upwards of 100 generally attend, and the Louse is frequently 
quite full. 

‘T’he church consists of 48 baptized members. Three have 
been removed by death, and one is now ill, who would bave 
been of the church, if Providence had permitted. Several 
have died in the hospital in very hopeful circumstances. How 
many ae ou the hopetul enquiry now, | cannot definitively 
fay ; but probably more than 20; so that you see, brother, that 
the Lord hath done and is doing great things, whereof we 
have abundant reason to be glad. O magnify the Lord with 
us ! 

left Berhampore reluctantly, but it appeared fo me my du- 
ty to attend to the work amongst the natives. Especially so 
At this season, when there are so many large assemblies, whic? 
ere such favorable opportunities for preaching the word. [| 
have been out from home, since my return, seven days; four 
days in journeying, and three in preaching to multitudes of 
both Hindoos and Mussulmans. At Kendalee fair, about 1000 
tracts and 100 books were given away, and a vast number of 
people heard with great attention the glad tidings of salvation. 
Probably in the course’of one dey, people from nearly a thous- 
and places heard the word.. 
_ My method is generally to fix ona place under a tree, as 
quiet as possible, yet so as to be public. Herel encamp. A 
chair is my pulpit, on which | stand some times for four or five 
hours together in vigorous employ.. Now disputing, row ex- 
horting, now declaring, now explaining in a variety of ways, 
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as circunistances require. Sometimes my heart rejoices to see 
the attention of the people ; sometimes I have to hear the in. 
sults of afew young lewd Brahmans, when | find how greatly 
deficient I am in forbearance and pity. Them Ff long for the 
spirit of my divine master who beheld the city in her sins. and 
wept over her, mowing the approach of her calamity which 


she knew not. Upon the whole, these are delightful seas- 
ons. Ny heart greatly rejoices in them; and amidst all the 
fatignes ofthree or four days’ incessant exertions, | feel my sou! 
wonderfully animated in the blessed work. O'that the word 
spread abroad amongst the people in this populous country, 
inay be efiectual.! When shall it be ? 

Feb. 2d. Rode out this morning to Dinahath, where I prea- 
ched toa number of people. Some heard with attention, and 
some mocked. . A Bralaman:heard with much apparent appro- 
bation. 

On my return home, I mict with a venerable Pundit who sat 
by the way side ste his shaster. I introduced myself to 
him irthis way. Well, sir, what, aré you reading your shas- 
ter? Pray what shaster is that ? He politely told me the 
hame of the shaster. On my asking bim whether he read it 
for his own adv antage, or for the sake of advancing knowl- 
edge? he candidly acknowledged that nothing is done amongst 
them but for private advantage. That it was for this, that 
their shasters and customs are so diversified and discordant.— 
I ave seldom met with one who made sueh candid. concés- 
sions.. J read him the tem commandments. He acknowledg- 
ed that they were excellent. f then tried lnm by them, 1n this 
manner. Isit proper to love God with all our hearts? How 
then can you worship these lifeless idols ? The worship of idols 
is adultery, is it not? jndge ye. fs it right tolove my neigh. 
bor asmmyself? Yes, Very well. How can you then assert 
that you are of a superion cast? How eam you despise the 
greater mass of men, ang sect yourselves up to be their gods ? 
I'saw that the old gentleman found these things too hard ; 
and not psing willing to drive things too far, I told him of 
the precious Saviour, and we parted, without his shewing an: 


ger. 

erhampore, Feb. 14th. I intended to have closed this let- 
ter at Rehoboth, but was prevented by the immense concourse 
of people which, were at Cutwah, to bathe in Gonga. IJ was 
much engaged for three whole days. Many tracts ad books 
were given away, and great multitudes of people heard the 
word with pleasing atrention, At such times the enemy trv 
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umphs. The Brehams exultingly gay, “the world is at our 
command ; you speak, and preach, and all to no purpose: we 
if speak one word and the whole country obeys.” ‘Yes, | repiy, 
id ' you have an iron heart, and a face of brass. - This is evident, 
2 B® or you would never put these poor ignorant people to such dis 
* © tress and pain, to such expense and fatigue ; but would have 
° compassion upon them. You would never thus dupe them by |; 
“ing vanities, evidently so 5 for you told them there would be 
¢ | 4 wonderful conjunction at sunrise this merning ; but behoid i 
‘> EB the sun arose with splendour, and is now speeding on his courses if 
as usual. No conjunction, no eclipse, was visible ; and they 
who bathed in Gonga at the time, shivered with cold, but feit 
no other effect of it. Butthe people have no knowledge, and 4 
so it is that you prevail. { 
[ must close. Greatly I rejoice to hear, my dear brother, of Hi 
, | what the Lord is doing for you and by you. May you be a- i 
, bundantly blessed in all respecte. it 
[have had end now have my trials, but the Lord has hit’:- 
erto holpen me, and I! trust that he is helping me stiH, which 
encourages me, Do, my dear brother, write to me often.— 
I could almost wish to visit you, but the sea is a separation.— | 
! 
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Well, a few more days, or months, or years at most, and. 
there will be no sea to bar our intercourse, uo sin to mterrupt 
our joys. 


id 


id am your aifvotionate brother, 


gg .« J. CHAMBERLAIN. 
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FOR a number of years I have had longing desires to preach 
the glad tidings of peace inthe new settlements, and - particu- 
larly towards the river St. Lawrence; and just as bhad got 
ready to set out inthe goed work, to my great joy, the trus- 
tees of the Vermont Baptist Missionary Society made applica. 
tion, and appointed me a missionary to that part of the wildeér- 
ness for eight weeks. : 

On Feb. 6, 1811, aftersolemnly commending my family .to 
the'pretection of the Keeper of Israe!l, I rode to Addison, and 
held meeting in the evening, and enjoyed a good season. The 
Lord is at work*in this place. By earnest solicitation, I tarr- 
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ed another day. A number of candidates came forward- and 
were received by the church for baptism. May God in his 
mercy spread this work far and wide, 

Feb. 8. Rode to N. W. Bay. Here is a small church. 
They need assistance. Preached with them. 

Feb. 9. Rode to Peru.—-10, (Sabbath) preached both day 
time and evening. The church here appears to be in low and 
trying circumstances ; = they seem determined to maintain 
the order of Christ’s hous 

Feb. 1 49 11,12& 12, ” Visited along onthe road in Pilatts- 
burgh, Chatteguay, and Malone, conversing and preaching es 
eircumstances dictated, 14, spent the whole day in visiting, 
Rode back to Chatteguay, and preached inthe evening. We 
enjoyed some sensible manilestations of the divine presence. 
All the glory be to God. Here are perhaps 150 families No 
religious society of any order, and mo steady meetings. if 
some good minister could be obtained here, but a part of the 
time, the prospect is, tlat much good might be done, and much 
glory redound to the Redeemer. 

16. Kode to Malone. Spent the time in religious conver- 
sation. 

i7. Lord’s day, preached at the academy to a large, atten- 
tive assembly twice in the day time, and in the evening at a 
private house. Here is asmall Baptist church. They have had 
severe trials in the discipline and exelusion of David Whipple. 
This D. Whipple maniiests a determination to continue to trav- 
el and preach ; but ict the public beware of him as a disorderly 

an. The church here fee!s the want ofa pastor. They are 
endeavoring to unite with other destitute societies in this re- 
gion in order to obtain & support some minister of Jesus Christ 
to travel and labor among them. If the missionary society 
should assist-them, I think it would be a well directed charity. 

18. Visited and preached at Dickinson. The people joy- 
fully and thankfully receive missionaries. About 50 families in 
ihis- town. O how I longed that the saviour would display his 
everlasting mercy among them. 

19, Preached in Hopkinton. ‘The church here is growing 
and united. My heart is deeply ailected when I view this 
vast tract of country, of more than 150 milesia length, and 30 
or 40 in breadth settled with scattering inhabitants, in the 
whole of which is but one settled minister of any order, and 
seven small Baptist churches, mourning tor want of help. Here 
ig. ground for missionaries, 

29. Visited Stockhelm and Potsdam. Meta. dear fellow- 
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Yaborer in the vineyard of the Lord, brother Cc. Andrews, on 
his mission from the Shaftsbury Associa tant. What joy we 
felt in meeting in this wilderness! O what a joyfultime will 
itbe when all the redeemed of she Lord shall meet on Mount 
Zion above ! 

21. Preached in Madrid. The presence of God graced the 
were oe ds The Savior looked precious, souls appeared ex- 

ceedingly valuable, tame short and eternity near. All the glo- 
ry be to God. 

22-28. Visited Stockholm, Hopkinton, Potsdam and Mad- 
rid ; visited from house to house and preached alternately >; 
enjoyed a number of precious seasons. In Madrid, some souls 
have (in a judgment of charity) been lately converted to God, 
among whom isa Dr, R, Philips, who has been a blasphe mous 
deist. His conversioa was attended with extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, and a remarkable display of almighty power. He 
Now appthes at the feet of the Redeemer, and devoted to his 


> 
oe 


‘Mareh 1. Preachedin Boynton. Had much conversation 
with some who were seriously concerned for their souls. May 
ine Lord bless the opportunity for their ingathering to Christ. 

2. Visited and conversed, 

3. Lord’s day, preached, baptized, and administered the 
Lord’s supper. The assembly was solemn. Some wept over 
their lost condition, others rejorced in God. 

Monday, preached afternoon and evening. The peopie 
seemed to hear as for eternity. O that God would build up 
Zion here. The Baptist church seems to be flourishing. Iwas 
much urged to stay longer and labor among them, but I could 
not. So we had asoleann and affecting parting, and I left 
them. May the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac bless 
and build them up forever. 

5—8. Visited and preached in Canton. 

o. Visited the town of Russel Here is asmall Baptist 
church. | 

10. Lord’s day, preached and administered the holy sup- 
per. This privilege the church has not enjoyed before since 
their organization. 

i1, 12,13, 14. Visited Decalb and Cambray. We hada 
prayerful and affecting parting. O for that world where saints 
will meet and never part. 

18. Rode to Stockholm. No stated preaching here. Here 
are a number of scattering Baptist professors. Tarried certain 
Gays aud labored a mong them, visiting, ¢ conversing, exhorting 
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and teaching publicly, and froth house to ‘house. Enjoyed m» 
ny precious interviews, which I trust [ shall never forget, ay, 
hope to remember with gratitude to the father of all mercie: 
Inthe course of these iabors, | baptized three persons,and fi 
med a church of‘seéven members. Such was the attention | 
preaching“in this wilderness, ‘that the longer | staid ma place, 
and the more meetings | held, tlie gréater would be the cop. 
course of people. Here we had hard parting, for a mumber w». 
der solemn awakenings urged me to tarry longer; but I had 
to take my leave of them. 

26. Rode to Hopkinton, and thence towards Malone, per. 
forming my usual missionary works. My heart was altery. 
ately filled with joy and grief. Joy to raw nearer my fam. 
ly, and grief on leaving those few sheep in the wilderness.— 
O, thou great Shepherd, preserve them. 

29. Attended a council at Malone, respecting David Whip. 
ple aforesaid. Resulted that the church did right in excludiny 
him. Here were candidates waiting for baptism, but 1 cou!! 
not stay to baptize them, without infringing other appointment;, 
so bade them farewell. 

30. Rode on and performed my tsual missionary labors, in 
Plattsburgh, Peru, &c. and on April 3d, arrived at my dwell} 
ing in Shoteham, and found all well, white many had died 
round them. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not a! 
his benefits—who crow neth thy life with tender mercies. 

Thus, in eight weeks, Lhave travelled five hundred mite: 
attended fifty-four meetings, in the most of which I have pre. 
ched ; and often attended a conference at the close of th: 
meeting. Baptized four persons; constituted one church.— 
May the great Increase-giver smile upon my feeble labors, th. 
they may prove to be not in vain in the Lord. 
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Revival of Religion 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN CAVENDISH. 


copy of a letter from the Rev. Jonathan Geing,. to one of the 
Editors. 


CAVENDISH, June 3,.1311. 


REV. AND DEAR DROTHER, 


IN: compliance with your request, I here transmit 
you some account of the late religious revivai in this place, of 
which you ore at liberty to. make what use you picase. 

I first visited this place in August last,and found. the cause 
of truth by no means in a flattering state. The saints, who 
were few in number, were in a luke-warmrstate.. They had. 
long been destitute of the due administration of the word and 
ordinances. Amd a-circumstance which served to darken the 
sloomy prospect, was,.that Universalism, that fatal delusion, 
had made alarming progress. [ts usual, and perhaps legitr 
mate effects, were too awfully apparent. Some sho had liv- 
ed in the tiberty of the gospel, but had been ensnared by this 


dangerous error, had become conformed to the world, while, 


the unregenerate who were disposed to revive_any thing rath- 
er than truth, had drunken in the fatal poison, and become 
more impervious to the force of truth. In November'I visited. 
them again ; and, at their request, agreed. to supply them for 
the time being. I now found some waiting Simeon’s and pray- 
ing Anna's. ‘There appearing a very general attention to the 
preached word. In the beginning of the following month, a 
young lady, after some convictions for sin,was set at liberty.— 
As she was a person of cultivated talents, and had held a fore- 
most rank in the fashionable circle of amusements in her vicini- 
ty, and nos boldly reprobated her past conduct, and persuad- 
ed her yonng companions to embrace the blessed Redeemer, 
the circumstance made a sensible impression on the minds of 
the youth; a number of whom were soon found under deep 


convictions. Lectures and conferences became frequent, and 


were wellattended. In a few weeks a goodly number among 
the youth and the aged gave evidence of regeneration. . The 
usual effeets were seen. The aid saints kindled into the exer- 
cises of religion ; the careless became solemn ; and pharisaical 
professors cried delusion! and opposed. ‘The converts appear 
vd deeply sensible of the entire siafuluess of the humaa heart, 
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84 Revival of Religion in Cavendish. 


and ascribed their hopes of salvation exclusively to the grace of 
God, through Jesus Christ. 

Iminediately after my ordination, (which took place May 9; 
1811,) arrangements were made for baptism. May 20, was. 
appointed for the purpose; when Elder Leland, of Chester, 
preached to:a large, attentive assembly, from Acts 9, G, a sol- 
emn, pathetic discourse. We then repaired t to the water side 
for baptism. Several circumstances. combined to render the 
scene solemn, especially to me.. The weather was. unusually 
fine, and heaven seemed to smile in approbation of an ordi- 
nance, divine in its institution, signiiicant in its decision, and 
solemn in its ceremony. The place was a gentle curve in the 
stream, which was very commodious, as it gave the spectators 
a fine prospect, It was the first time I had administered the 
ordinance. In these circumstances, l' buried ten persons, of 
different ages and sexes, wtth Christ in baptism, according 
to the patern shewed me inthe word. QO; my brother, I 
think I felt my unworthiness, and a degree of gratitude that, 
2n infinite condeseension, Christ had put me into the ministry ; 
that he had apparently crowned my feeble labors with success ; 

nd had granted me the privilege of waiting on some of his 
disciplée down the banks of our Jordan. 

The baptized, like the Eunuch in similar circumstances, 
went on their way rejoicing. Several came up out of the 
water giving glory to God; and ou returning from the water, 
they sung a hymn descriptive of the storeaget of christian obe- 
dience ;. im which they were joined by the older saints, whose 
hearts were much comforted. 

June 2, we had anothersolemn and intererting season. Im 
the intermission, between public services, I baptized five per- 
sons, who gave evidence of regeneration, and seemed determin- 
edto follow the Lamb. Jn the,afternoon, fourteen persons (all 
of whom had been lately baptized, withone exception) were 
added to the church. We then came round the table of the 
Lord. When the supper was administered to the church, (now 
consisting of fifty-nine members) I believe Christ was made 
known to us in the breaking of bread. ‘Nearly all the assembly 
(which was large) tarried as spectators of the solemnities, and 
were apparently serious. 

May the Lord continue to make additions to his church- 
es of such as are saved ; and the gospel spread to the farther- 
est limits of the earth. 


In the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, your brother, 
'ONATHAN GOING, jun 
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DEATH OF THOMAS PAINE. 


AN argument of great weigtit in favor of christianity, is de- 


rived from the consolations, which it imparts at the hour of 
death. Let all the other strong and invincible proofs of the 
truth of Scripture be considered as incompetent to establish the 
point, for w hich they are adduced ; still this argument will 
not fail to carry conviction to every shed and reflecting: mind. 
If there is a state of existence, which succeeds the present life ; 
if there are rewards and punis hments to be adjudged in the fu- 
ture world according to the characters formed in this; and if 
the interests of ete rnity are infinitely greater than “those of 
time; then u is very evident, that a religion, or system of 
faith, which at the close of life brings the most solid 
support, and administers the most cheering hopes, must have 
the strongest claims torespect. It is not meant, that an eesta- 
cy of ios. experienced at the moment of dissolution, furnishcs 
incontrovertib.e evidence of the truth and value of those senti- 
ments, which have produced it ; for the visions of imagination 
in a sick man’s brain may be gay and bright, while his reason 


is shaken from its throne, and his stupified conscience has upon. 


it many a sin herent of and forsaken. Whatis contend- 
ed for is this, that when an intelligent and thinking man, who 
has been anf LB to look into himself and to observe his 
own imperfections and sins, and whose thoughts have expatia- 
ted on eternity, can view the approach of death not only with- 
out terror or any misgivings of mind, but with tranquil resigna- 
tion and cheering and triumphant hope ; ; when he cao depart 
irom this life with the full assurance of living again and of live 
ing in a better world ; his composure and joy under these cir- 
cumstances, with a correct view of hisown character,and with 
a full belief of the retributions cf eternity, brings the highest 
honor to the religious system, upon which they are founded. 

In the controversy between the friends and the enemies of 
the gospel, the former can point to many expiring mortals, and 
with unanswerable argumeut can say, “See how a christian 
can die!? But where are the models of composure and tri- 
umph among those who were not chritians ? What are the 
hames of the unbelievers, who at the hour of death have exin- 
bited any enviable elevation of soul ? Inthe faded eye of what 
dying infidel has the lteht of eternity kindled a splendor, which 


has brightened and brightened til the curtain of death has been 
spread over it ? 
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ger heard the sound of human footsteps, and when the thought 
























26 Death of Thomas Paine.. 


Thomas Paine, the author of the “ Age of Reason,” died az 
New-York, June 8, 1809, at the age of 72 years ; and as his 
name has acquiréd some distinction -bythe virulence with which: 
he.attacked the christian religion, it may not be unprofitable to 
survey his conduct in the last moments of his life. 

From.a.man.of the most abject meanness of spirit, whose 
penuriousness in the midst of comparative wealth *iade him 
dishonest and unjust, no ene will expect any elevation of mind. 
Nor will it be thought, that a man, who daily reduced himself 
by his habits of intemperance to a condition inferior to that of 
the brutes, would exhibit much of his boasted attribute of ** rea- 
son.” Alli that eould be expected from such a man, if he was 
true to his principles, is the sullen quietness of presumption and 
fearlessness, or the dead calm of stupidity. 

What then was the conduct of Mr. Paine, asthe king ofterrors 
approached ? Was he fearless and undisturbed, or insensible ? 
An account of his life, written by Mr. Cheetham,of New Yerk, 
has lateiv been published, and in that work the undisput ed tes- 
timony of the physician and of the nurse, who attended him iw 
his last sickness, is brought forward. It appears that Mr. Paine, 
like Mr. Gibbon, was unwilling to be left alone, as he drew 
near the confines of another world. Although in conversation 
he professed to be peifectly willing to die; yet if his curtains 
were at any time closed, he would literally scream till they 
were opened, and till he could perceive that some fellow-man 
was nigh him. Was this courageous in a dying man ? Did it 
appal a bold infidel to have living beings withdrawn for a mo 
ment from his eye, and to be, as it were, in the sole presence 
of God? Did a sense of desertion come over him, when his 
eartily friends were not by his side ? Was he unable fo re- 
pose himself upon the great Creator, in whom he professed to 
believe ? Did this firm Unitarian, who boasted that he ‘¢¢ be- 
lieved in God alone,” and whohad no faith in the atonement 
of the Son, and no regard to the proffered grace of the Hol} 
Spirit, find himself the victim of terrific fears, when he no low 


















of appearing befure God was forced upon him? 

Two of the ministers of New-York cafled upon Mr. Paine 
with the benevolent desire of imparting to him some religious 
jnstruction. One of them repeated the words * he that believ- 
ethon the Son hath everlasting life; but he that believeth not 
on the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abidetli 09 
him.” Mr. Paine immediately pronounced such represent 
tions to be ** Popish stuff; and directed the ministers to leat 
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she room. He afterwards gave orders not to have them again 
ndmitted, as their discourse “disturbed him. Would the truthe 
of seripture have interrupted his peace, if, in his conscience and 
frem the bottom of his heart, he disbelieved them ? 

Mr. Paine was frequently visited in his sickness by his breth- 
ren in infidelity, whe were actuated by very diffcrent motives 
from those which govern the ministers of God. They came 
to strengthen him in his rejection of the truth ; to encourage 
him ma »nfully to contemn the glad tidings of salvation; to 
warn him of the disgrace of betraying the least symptom of 
compunction ; and to fortify the dying man in his cheerless 
faith, if faith it can be called, by appealing to his egregious van 
ity and to his swollen pride. Was not this am office worthy 
of demons in human shape ?. From a man thus situated ought 
ve to expect any intimation of his belief in Jesus Christ >— 
Should we uot suppose, that, forthe honor of the craft, his 
lips would be sealed in s tubborn sile nce, W hatever sensations 
there might be in his heart? Yet it is an unquestioned truth, 
anda truth which ought tobe carried to the ears of every man, 
who has been corrupted by the * Age of Reason,” that Mr. 
Paine, in his paroxisms of distress, repeatedly and Constantly 
cried out, © O, Lord, help me! God, help me! Jesus Christ, 
helo me !” sd 

iz this the daring infidel, who blasphemed the Savior of the 
world ? Does he, i in the extremity of his suffering, call upon 
him: for aid, and is the secret conviction of his existence and 
universal agency thus extorted from the expiring unbeliever ? 
It is a poor triumph to boast over this wretched man for his re- 
luctant, or rather involuntary, testimony to a truth which in 
the days of his health he had ridiculed ; for though he had ne- 
ver uttered the above exclamation, vet the time is coming 
when both he and every created and intelligent being wil 
“ bow the knee at the name of Jesus, and confess Jesus to be 
the Lod. When the Son of God shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, and with the voice of the archangel, and when 
is countenance shall be seen like the sun shining in iis strength, 
it will no longer be a question whether he is a prince and a Sa- 
vior, or whe ther he is to be w orshipped. 

It would afford some relief to the benevolent mind, if AlIr. 
P. had left unextinguished the faint glimmerings of contrition, 
or of regard to long rejected truth, which the exclamation a- 
bove recited indicates. But the christian is compelled to with- 
hold the charitable hope,that the scorner became at length tru- 
ly penitent. Dr. Manilev, the physician of Mr. Paine, very 
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83 Death of Thomas Paine. 


solernuly asked him, a day or two before his death, whether, 
from his calling upon the Savior, it would be just to conclude 
he was at length convinced of his divinty: and whether he 
had renounced his former sentiments, and at length assented to 
the truth of the gospel ? To these, or similar ron when 
first proposed, Mr. Paine made no reply. When t! v 
repeated, and he was again asked, whe the r he be 

Jesus Christ was the Son of God ; bé" answer 

wish to believe upon that subject.” 

These, it is thought, were the last words relating to his reil- 
gious views, that he ut tered, aud thus did he persevere in his 
rejection of the gospel. His conduct seems to justify the as- 
sertion, that it was owing to bis # pride, that he did not, when 
thus calied upon, explicitly make the i dktiowledwment; which 
was extorted from him by aiff ing. irom his address to Je- 
sus Christ, and from the circumstance, that his pious nurse read 
the bible to him for hours, without seeing in him any symptoms 
of displeasure, it is confidently believed, that he at times felt 
some degree of compunction ; but his compuaction being gene 
raity less powerful than his pride, it was repressed aid concea- 
led ; except when his extreme pains extinguished within him 
the thought of his reputation and character. At these moments 
his lips could not refuse to say, Lord Jesus help me '!” 

Who is there, that posgesses a particle of reason, that would 
for hundreds of worlds die the death of Thomas Paine? Yet it 
is not necessary to reject the scriptures and to become a deist, 
in order to die as hopelessly as he. Let a man contend earn- 
estly for the christian religion, and yet pay no regard to its 
laws and take no intercst in its truths ; let him be perfectly 
moral in his conduct, while yet the spirit of piety has never vi- 
sited his heart ; let him enrol himself among the followers of 
Christ, while yet he is destitute of the temper of their Master, 
and his life is but a scene of gay amusement and busy worldlhi- 
ness ; let him be serious and contemplative, and think much & 
habitually upon religion & eternitv, while yet he has never been 
humbied into penitence, and has not renounced his own rignt- 
eousness and aitributed his hopes to the free grace of God thro’ 
Jesus Christ ; let bim be correct in his religious views and zea- 
lous for the orthodox fuith, while vet his character is not mioul- 
ded into the christian form ; let him anticipate with confidence 
the felicit ty of heaven, wh le yet the love of God does notreign 
supreme in his breast ; notwithstanding a ll this superiority to the 
wretched infide!, whose dying conduct has been surveyed, he 


raay be plunged at last into the same abves of ruin, [ Panoplist. 
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Death of Peleg Eddy. 


The hope of the righteous shall be gladness, but the ex- 
pectation of the wicked shall perish. Prov. x, 28. 


Mr. Paine’s state of min@, on the approach of death, and a 
Gnal retribution, as given in the preceeding account, is such as 
might be expected, from a life of infidelity and irreligion ; and 
when compared with the two succeeding accolrts, we may a- 
dopt the words of the Prophet, “* Then shall ye return, and 
discern between the righteous and the wicked, bdwite bim 
that serveth Ged, and him that serveth him not.” 


wr 
DEATH OF PELEG EDDY. 


THE following are some of the dying effusions and expres. 
sions of Mr. Peleg Eddy, of Clarendon, Vt. on the Oth day of 
his sickness, during which time he had sustained a reaparkchle 
composure of mind. He appeared to the spectators to be dy- 
ing, and remained in this condition about two hours, at which 
time he revived like one waking oat of sleep, & after speaking 
some words about; his disorder, fell into a prayer, in the fol- 
lowing manner :-— 

“‘ Heavenly Father, I thank thee for the gift of thy dear Son 
out of thy bosom, the just for the unjust, that he that knew no 
sin might be made asin offering for us, and especially for me a 
poor sinner. I thank thee, O Father, for all thy benefits unto 
me. © Jesus, I thank thee for thy condescension to a fallen 


world ; for that thou didst condescendto leave the world of | 


glory above, and come down into this lower world,to die for 
poor sinners, yea, for such a poor sinner as I am. Now, O 
Father, take me into thy special care, and support me the re- 
maining moments I have to stay here, and then receive me to 
thyself, in the world of glory, through the merits of thy dear 
Son. Father, have mercy on my companion, and support her 
under her trials and afflictions, and do better for her than any 
earthly Companion can do. Lord take those children thou hast 
lent to me, into thy care, and preserve them from the evils of 
this world, and cause them to be brought up in the fear and ad- 
monition of the Lord. O, Father, regard my parents, and bro- 


thers, and sisters ; in mercy keep them in thy fear, and evable 


them to do their duty ; to do good to themselves, and to their 
fellow creatures. Lord, pity our neighbors, and grant them 
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90 Biographival Sketch of Rev. P. Werden. 


thy blessing, and sanctify this dispensation of thine to them, fot 
théiz Pood. Now we give ourselves up totheé ; pray take 
caret tis ‘while we live, dnd when we die receive us to thy: 
self{‘in glory.. .Anien and Amen.” 

And ‘then in a solemn manner Ww arned his friends and neigh- 
bhors‘not to be ashamed to confess Jesus before men,nor to neg: 
tect a preactied gospel and those precious privileges they have 
put into their hands in this world, 

' Then he ‘asked one who was presént, to pray with him, and 
after prayer, he ‘thanked God for that opportunity to speak of 
those things to tis fellow ‘Creatures. 

He then said he did not know but God could have taken 
some other way to have brought him to confess Jesus before 
men ; ‘but, for some wise2end, he said,.God had broughit this 
upon him.* 

After a short interval of time, he looked on his father and 
said— Father, my Father is God; and unto Father, Son, 
and Holy. Ghost, | commend my spirit.’ These were about 
the last words he was heard to speak, 


A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE 
REV. PETER WERDEN, 


Who died at Cheshire, on ant day, the 2st of. Feb.) 1808. 
The funeral was attended the, Wednesday ; fol lowing bya 
large assembly of people,—An, appropriate discourse _ was 
delivered on the occasion, from, Acts, xiii; 36, 37, by tho 
Rey, John-Leland 5 at the close of w bichy the folowing lines 
were s bited 


How); fir tree, for the cedar is fallen ? ot gil 
' Hele Bard, for the godly man ceaseth ; for the righteous is taker a 
way.frem amongimes . 
My father, my fanner, the chariots of Isree!:and.the horsemen shereof. 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be h ke } pis 


oe LDER WERDEN was born June 6th, 1723. Ordained 
to theavork of the ministry, at Warwick, (RhodeTstand) May, 


P73 LIA the 24th year of his ave. ihe 

, | wy of 
with.a age of heart about .990 years befure, 
nand ‘unahing with the c! ture i. 
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Biograph ical Sketch of R ev. P. Werden, ‘ 









When he first began to, preach, he was,teo much ofa, News 
Light, and too strongly attached to the doctrine of salvation 
by sovereign grace, to be generally received among the old 










































y: Baptist, churches in Rhode-Is!and, which had -been, formed part- fe 
iy upon the Arminianplan,until the following. event opened. the 4 
x door for him, A.criminal,-by the name of Carter, was execu, i 
se ted at Tower-Hill. This occasion collected abundance. of peo- . a 
7 ple from.all parts of the state. 
- While the criminal stood under, the:gallows, young. Werc- 
nd en felt such,a congern for, thesgul. of this un “appy crupunalb, 
of that he urged his. way through.the crowd; and being assisted 7 
by the Sheriff,’ he gaingd, aecess to Carter, apd addressed hitg 4 
en as follows :---‘$ Sir, is.your.soul prepared for that awful eter “aby 
re ty, isto_wwhich you. will launch in afew. minutes >” dhe Ori, 4 
‘i nal replied, *¢ | don’t. know. that. it. 13 but Iw why on svould pray. 


for me.” Ip this-prayer, Mr. WW. erden svas.so wonderfully as- 
a sisted ia spreading the.poor man’s.case beiore. the throne. “a 
God, that the whole assembly. were awhally,. solemnized, ana 
most of them, wet their cheeks. with ther tears... This opencd 
a great door for his.ministrations, both op the. Maine and on 
the Island. 
He preached at War wick, Caventry, and many. other places 
with good success, about 19 yerre, and then moved, in 1770, { 
‘into this. place, where he bas lived aud admipistered almost 38 
V ears, 
In his first religious exereises, he, wasted to. dig deep jato- 
his own-heart, where he found such opposition and rebellion, 
tuat when he obtained pardons he, attributed. it, to. aaversign 
grace alone; which sentiment, £0, interwoven. in his own soul, 
bg ever proclaimed. aloud to a: dying world. Nothing. appear- 
ed to be more disgustful to bis mind, than to bear works and ! 
grace mixed.together, as, the foundation, of.a. sinners hope.— 
To bpld forth, the Lamb of God asa piece Of 2: Say: iour > or to 
) consider the self-exertions of z natural man, tobe the. Way VD- 
io Christ, the irpe and, only. 8 Ya, WELE, ¢> ‘tremely displeasi: 3g | 
to. that soul of his, which, delig St d so much 1 proclaiming, -¢- it 
ternal love, redeeming blood, ahd matchless grace. ' t. 
Sound judgmcat,, carrect principles, humble demeanor, with 
solem sociability, marked all: his padre. impxpyements, and 
mingled with.all. bis conversatioa iu ‘sinaller | circles, or with in- 
dividuals. 
In him, young preachers found a i: ather, and friend ;,distrese- 
ed churches, a healer of breashes,; and ‘tempted souls.a symp 
pathizing guide. From, his ficst Coming into this pidce, ag is 
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92 Biographica? Sketch of Rev. P. Werden. 


he was 70 years old, he was a father to the Baptist churches. 
in Berkshire and its environs, and in some sense an apostle to, 
them ail. 

His many painfal labors for the salvation of sinners, the peace 
of the churches, and purity of the ministers, will never be fully 
appreciated, until the time when he shall stand before his Judge, 
and hear the words of his mouth, “< well done good and faith- 
ful servant.” 

The character which I have drawn of the life and labors of 
the man, who now lies sleeping in death before our eyes, ma- 
ny of you know to.be true. From the sternness of his eyes 
& blush of his. face, a stranger would have been led to conclude 
that he was sovereign and self willed in. his natural’ habit of 
mind; but-on acquaintance the physiognomist would have been 
agreeably disappointed. He was. master of so much self-gov- 
ernment, that be has been heard .to say, that (except when he 
was infected with the smallpox) he never foundit hard to keep 
from speaking at any time, if his reason told him it was best 
to forbear ; and no.man possessed’ finer feelings, or treated the 
characters of others with more delicacy than he did. He had 
an exalted idea of the inalienable rights of conscience: justly 
appreciated the civil rights of man, and was assiduous to keep 
his brethren from the chains of ecclesiastical power. 

His preaching was both sentimentat and devotional, and 
his life so far corresponded with the precepts which he taught, 
that none ofhis hearers could justly reply, “Physician, heal 
thyself.” 

A number of revivals have taken place in the town and con- 
gregation where he has resided and’preached, and a number 
of ministers have been,raised up in the church of which he was 

astor. 
’ For about ten years his physical and mental powers have 
been on the decline ; and how ‘many times bave we Heard 
him rejoice, that others increased, though he decreased’; © but 
his superannuation was not so. great, as to prevent the whole 
of his usefulness ; and his hoary: ‘bead was a crown of glory 
unto him. 

A number of times he has been beard to pray, that he. might 
not outlive his vsefulness, which has been remarkably answered 
in his case, for the Sunday before he died, he preached to the 
people—he preached his last. 

The disease which closed his mortal life deniedhis friends the 
solemn pleasure of catching the balm of life from his lips, in his 
jast moments. Ne had finished his work before, and nothing 















The humble Petition of Sabbath’ Deyi «98 


remained for him todo, but’ to die.’ Soerates, the patient phi- 

losopher, said to have never been angry in his life, when dying 
was vexed. The cause was this: his pupils asked him what 
he would have them do with his body after he was dead. To 
whom he sternly replied, “ have I beetso- long with you and 
taught you no better ? After 1am dead, what you-see will not 
be Socrates. Socrates will then be among the Gods.” The 
improvement which | now make on the words of this philoso- 
pher is this: what we see here lying before our eyes, is not 
Werden, this is but the shell: His soul is now among’ the an- 
gels and saints in ight, before the throne of glory. 1 will not 
say that his soul is under the altar with others, crying, how 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost theu not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell’on the earth,” because he did not 
offer his life on the altar of martyrdom ; but [ have an unsha- 
ken belief that his soul has left all its tribulation, being washed 
and made. white ig, the blood of the Lamb, and is now basking 
in the sun-beams of immortal noon. 

Let the inhabitants of Cheshire reflect a moment on the dea- 
lings of God towards them. Within about three years, thrée 
ministers belonging to Cheshire have departed this fife. The 
pious Mason took the lead—the pleasing Covell followed after 
—and now the arduous Werden, who has been in the ministry 
a longer term than any Baptist preacher left: behind, in’ ‘New- 
England, has finished his course, in the 80th year of his | agé ; 
while Leland remains alone to raise this monument over their 


tombs. 
[ Mass. Miss. Magazine. 
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TO THE TRULY SERIOUS CHRISTIANS OF ALL DENOM 
INATIONS. 


THE HUMBLE PETITION OF SABBATH DAY, 
SHEWETH, 


THAT your petitioner is of wery ancient and honorable 
extraction, being created directly after the world andmanwere 
formed ; and that your petitioner immediately after his forma- 
tian, was blesscd and sanctified by his Creator.* 


* Genesis ii. 3. 
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The humble Petitim of Sabbath Day 


- "Phat your petitioner. was highly honored many thousand 
rears after his creation, insomuch that.a man. who presumed to 
Sotede your petitioner by gathering a few sticks, was put to 
death without merry.* 

- That.a blessing was. promisged:to all who gave-due honor to 
your petitioner.t } 

That -your petitioner eontinued to: be honored and esteemed 
till within a few hundred years ago. 

That since that period your petitioner has been.gradually. de- 
prived of the honor due unto hish, noiwithstasding the promis- 
es and tlreatenings held owt to'these who shoud honor or dis- 
bonor your petinoner. 

That your petitioner is now held in so tittle estimation, that 
he is obliged by the rich to. serve. them for routs, concerts, and 
other fashionasle amusements ; by some he is used for wotking 
@ windmill > by, some for printing newspapers & selling them ; 
by some for. keeping open shop, and selling. shoes and other 
things ; by some for corn porters to work On ; by some for 
driting catthe to. market ; by some for digging up gardens 5. by 
some for driving stage coaches ; by some for watermen to ply 
on ; by bttchers for selling meat; by a vast number for ad- 
ministering to their pleasures, and many other degrading em- 
ployments which your petitioner was by no means created for. 

That for these things great wrath and judgments may be 
expected ; and that, by dishonoring your petitioner, many per- 
sons; have come to an untimely end. | 

That your petitioner is grieved to the heart to see such vast 
numbers of people obndxious to the divine wrath and displeas. 
ure of an omnipotent God, by the dishonor they cast on your 
petitioner. 

That, a short time ago>a society was formed to endeavor to 
restore your peritioner the honor he has been deprived of ; but 
that no visible effect has appeared from their exertions, 

Therefore, Your petitioner humbly prays you will take his 
case into your most serious consideration, and that you will 
use your atmost endeavors to restore to your petitioner that 
honor he has been so unjustly deprived of, and thereby avert 
the Divine displeasure which now hangs over tis #ation ‘for 
these things. | 

And your petitioner, &. &c. 
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Elegy on the Death of Mrs. Pyke. 



























ELEGY 
On the Death of Mrs. Ann Pyke, 


+A tigate 9 


Whio died at New-York, September 14, 1810, aged 29. 


AH stay, ye smoothly gliding floods ! 
Ye tuneful warblers ofthe woods, 
And weat a sombrous gloom : 
Another spirit swift has fled, 
"Neath yon cold clod she rests her head, 
And slumbers m the tomb. 


Breathe to her shade, ye tuneful train, 

In murim’ring sound, your sweetest strain, 
Round her untimely dier ; 

You to whom virtue hasa charm, 

Whose breast with sympathy is warm, 
Go drop the pensive tear. 


‘Could a fond heart that sougtit to know, 
And wish’d to soften othe:’s wo, 

The wretch from ill to save ; 
Or could @ mind with knowledge blest, 
Or virtues smiling at her breat, 

F’er shelter from the grave : 


She had not fail’n—death’s crucl dart 

Had never pierc’d her gentle heart, 
Or calPd forth el] cur grief : 

She still had liv’d, and still beea nigh 

To wipe thé tear from sorrow’s eye, 
And sweetly give relief, 


But ah! she’s gone to that sad bourne, 
From which no travellers return, 

Where tears are wip’d away— 
The grave—-where joys and sorrows cease, 
And noisy tumuite-siak to- peace, 

Where Sol wit; tholds his ray. 

iec 9 yenscge’ 

There she nor sees the falling tears, 
Nor plaiat® of lottd- relations hedr¢, 
Of husband, children, sire ; 













‘Ordinations. 


But wafted through the realms of lighty 
On airy wings she takes her flight, 
Where breathes the trembling lyre. 


Mid angel spirits of the blest, 
She there enjoys eternal rest, 
Warm’d in her Maker’s ray. 
Theré lost in bliss she feels that heav’n, 
_ To virtuous souls forever giv’n, 
Amidst perpetual day. 


[Mass. Miss. Magazine. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On May 9, 1811, the Rev. Jonathan Going, jun. a late grad- 
uate from Brown University, in Providence, (R. I.) was ordain- 
ed, and took the pastoral care of the Baptist church of Christ 
in Cavendish, Vt. Rev. Sylvanus Haynes made the introduct- 
ory prayer, and preached a pathetié and appropriate sermon, 
from Jer. xvii. 16. Rev. Ezra Kindall made the ordaining 
prayer ; Rev. Messrs. Leland and Haynes laid on bands with 
Mr. Kindall ; Mr. Leland gave the charge : Rev. Jabez Ccitle 
gave the right hand of fellowship ; and Rev. Beeman Boynton 
made the closing prayer. The whole was performed in a sol- 
emn manner, in the presence ofa numerous and very attentive 
assembly, whose graceful and orderly conduct did them honor. 


On the 13th of June, the Rev. Phinehas Culver, of Champlain, 
(N. Y.) by the following Rev. Presbyters, was set apart to the 
work of the gospel ministry. Mr. Tuttle, of Fairfax, preached 
the sermon; Messrs. Meats, of Georgia, Orcott, of Swanton, 
and Tuttle, imposed hands ; Mr. Mears made the consecrating 
prayer ; Mr. Orcott gave the charge; Mr. Tuttle the right 
hand of fellowship; and Mr. Orcott made the concluding 
prayer. 


"1 it 
ERATA—No. 2. of Magazine, p. 54,1. 1, after oug/t, read not. 


F699 wryllgt ont e: , 
N. B. By mistake, No. 2. was dated. April, whereas it should have been 
May. sh 





